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7th Grade Literacy Syllabus- Ms. Chambers 2018-2019
Course Description   
All Literacy classes at Lanier are organized as a Readers/Writers workshop- we will have a writing lesson and a reading lesson each day. We will always be “in” a book that we can and want to read, either independently, in groups, or as a class. In our Literacy classroom, there is a grade-level appropriate library. We can also bring books from home or the library.    

The Workshop is a teaching method that focuses on a student-centered learning environment. The Reader’s notebook will reflect a student’s thinking within a book through the strategies taught in class. In the Writer’s notebook, students will explore different genres of writing and create original writing pieces. The writing pieces will be very student-centered, focusing around issues and ideas that matter to the individual. At Lanier, we use the workshop classroom to focus on students as individuals in order to create a more authentic learning environment, ultimately leading our students to become self-directed, life-long readers and writers. 

I can’t wait to work and learn with you!
Novels for the Year

You will always be in your own independent novel of choice, and you will have time each day to read in class. My classroom library is full of novels that you are always welcome to take home to read. We will also be reading several novels as a class.  

To spice up independent reading this year, 7th grade is doing a “Book of the Month” challenge where you’ll select a book from varied genres each month. The actual book selections are your choice, and you can decide what order you want to read each genre, but you are expected to read one from each of the following categories: 

Fantasy – Historical Fiction – Science Fiction – Realistic/Historical Fiction – Non-Fiction – 

Book with a movie version – Fiction & Non-Fiction Pair – Challenge Book – Free Choice

*Note to parents: Every student develops and grows at a unique pace, so please be aware of what your students are reading and decide as a family what is appropriate. 
Expectations

By the end of this course, each student should be a more fluent reader and communicator. To work towards these goals, it is important for each student to read a book of their choice 5 times a week.
It is important that parents and guardians support their student’s success by checking Parent Student Connect, the student’s planner, and the student’s work quality regularly.
Classroom Policies: 
In fairness to all students, the school policies will be followed consistently. These policies can be located in your student handbook (in the front of the student planner).

**Please refrain from wearing strong scents, cologne, perfume, or body spray to school. Our classroom is small and some students (and your teacher) are scent-sensitive.
Grading Policy:
At Lanier, we value integrity and a student will not receive credit for work they did not complete on their own. A student will earn a “0” on an assignment if the student receives unauthorized information or plagiarizes a piece of writing. 

Make-up work

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all make up work from the make-up work station upon their return. Please ask any questions sooner rather than later! My website may also have supplemental materials, but unfortunately it is not possible for me to put everything we do every day up. (http://mschambersliteracy.weebly.com/)

If a student is present the day an assignment is given, but absent the day it is due, then that assignment must be submitted the day the student returns. The same applies to exams, quizzes, and projects.

Late work 

Work turned in late will suffer a deduction. All work is due at the beginning of the class period of the due date. 

In order to provide prompt feedback on our current work, late work will be graded after all current work.
Technology & Toys

There will be days when students will be encouraged to “B.Y.O.D. (Bring Your Own Device)”, however, this is not mandatory. If your technology is being used in any other manner aside from the assigned or on a day that is not a BYOD day, the device will be confiscated and turned into Office B where it can be retrieved by a parent/guardian for a fee of $15. 
Should you have a toy (spinners, squishies, slime, etc.) out during class time, it will be confiscated and placed in the “June Box.” Please keep all toys at home where you are free to really enjoy them.   

Contact

The best way to get in contact with me is my email: jchambe3@houstonisd.org. Please allow one school day for my reply.
Supplies

	Daily Supplies

Please bring the following supplies to class with you daily:
	Classroom Supplies

Please bring these supplies and leave them with me for our use throughout the year:
	You will occasionally need:

	· Composition notebook- college ruled (one for Fall semester, one for Spring)
· One binder or folder with a Literacy Section (for handouts and graded papers)

· Lined loose-leaf notebook paper (college ruled)

· Pens (blue /black and red) and pencils

· Highlighter

· White-out (not liquid, the EZ correct rolling kind)

· A Lanier jacket or hoodie (our room can be cold)
· Stick-on tabs for your notebook (optional)

· Your book- please bring your independent reading novel starting tomorrow!
	· 1-2 boxes of Tissues
· 2 Scotch tape refills
Classroom Wish List

· Packing Tape (to create notebook cover collages) 

· Clorox Wipes

· Extra Composition Notebooks

· Old magazines

· Pencils and pens
	· Colored pencils

· Scissors

· Flash drive 
· Headphones or earbuds (inexpensive)


7th Grade Literacy Unit Outline: 

Unit 1: Connections Through Story Telling {Narrative Texts}
Unit 2: Innovation {Informational Text & Expository}
Unit 3: Conflict {Fiction & Expository/Fictional Story}
Unit 4: Courage {Literacy Analysis, Response to Literature, & Poetry}
Unit 5: Revolution {Informational Texts, Persuasive Letter, & Expository}

Unit 6: Investigation {Informational Texts, Research Paper, & Multimedia Presentation}
The teacher reserves the right to change the syllabus at any time including, but not limited to, course content and progression, ordering, projects, assignments, etc.
This document must be read and reviewed with a parent or guardian.

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN (
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please sign below to acknowledge that you have received and understand the syllabus. 
    Student’s Signature: ____________________________
Date: ____________
    Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: ________________________
Date: ____________
    Parent/Guardian’s email: _________________________________________________
